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How to use this book

This book contains the modules that are available to incoming exchange students who are studying for one academic year.

You are able to choose from any module in the booklet, however, you should be clear that your home institution is happy with the modules that you have chosen.  This is your responsibility and the Business School will not be liable if your home institution does not accept the modules that you have chosen as valid for your programme of study.

Please note that due to timetabling constraints you will not be able to confirm your module choices until you arrive in September.

Please refer to the contents for a full list of the modules available.  Please note the following:

20 UOP credits is equivalent to 10 ECTS credits

10 UOP credits if equivalent to 5 ECTS credits

If you require any further assistance please contact the Faculty Support Team.
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Stage 1 Modules
	Module

Code
	Module

Title
	Term

	IRL1201
	Imagining World Order
	All  Year

	IRL1202
	Intro to Contemporary International Relations
	All Year

	IRL1203
	International Relations Since 1945
	All Year

	POL1301
	Democracy and Democratization
	All Year

	POL1302
	Comparative Democracies
	All Year


Stage 2 Modules

	Module

Code
	Module

Title
	Term

	IRL2201
	Understanding Global Politics
	All  Year

	IRL2202
	International Political Economy
	All Year

	IRL2203
	International Security Studies
	All Year

	POL2202
	International Political Economy
	All Year

	POL2301
	The European Union: Democracy Beyond the Nation State
	All Year

	POL2302
	Democracy and Globalisation: Citizens and the Modern State
	All Year

	POL2310
	Theory and Method in Political Science
	All Year


Stage 3 Modules
	Module

Code
	Module

Title
	Term

	IRL3201
	Africa in the International System
	All  Year

	IRL3203
	Refugee Studies
	All Year

	IRL3206
	Globalisation and Health
	All Year

	IRL3207
	Contemporary Maritime Power
	All Year

	IRL3210
	Foreign Policy Analysis
	All Year

	IRL3211
	Environmental Political Economy
	All Year

	IRL3212
	International Relations in the Middle East
	All Year

	IRL3215
	Europe in the World
	All Year

	IRL3216
	Democracy and Democratisation in the Middle East
	All Year

	POL3345
	Ethnopolitics in Contemporary Europe
	All Year

	POL3366
	Elections, Public Opinion and Parties in Britain
	All Year

	POL3376
	The Politics of the United States: Foreign and Domestic
	All Year


	MODULE CODE:
IRL1201
	CREDITS:  20
	MODULE TITLE:
Imagining World Order

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK 50%    EXAM 50%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:
This module introduces the essential terms, concepts and processes of international relations analysis.  It describes the main features of the international system since its evolution from the Treaty of Westphalia of 1648 and the move from state sovereignty to global governance in the contemporary context.



	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:
The lectures introduce the most basic concepts of traditional international relations theory such as international anarchy, sovereignty, the balance of power and collective security, before proceeding to consider more recent notions like welfare functionalism, economic interdependence, liberal pluralism, non-military security and global governance.  These conceptual materials are introduced against a broadly historical account of the particular international structures to which they relate: from the ancient empires, the Renaissance micro-states of Italy and Germany, the Westphalian system, the 19th Century European empires, to the emergence of economic and non-military security systems and processes. In addition, the basic assumptions of complex interdependence theory will be explored, before analysis various international regimes including, inter alia:  Maritime regimes - the Law of the Sea and the International Maritime Organisation;  Economic regimes - the World Trade Organisation, the international financial transfers system, the IMF and World Bank;  Human Rights regimes.

The seminar series involves application of these concepts and processes to the history and operation of the international political system.



	MODULE LEADER:  Brieg Powel
	TERM:  AY


	MODULE CODE:
IRL1202
	CREDITS:  20
	MODULE TITLE:
Introduction to Contemporary International Relations

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK 100%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:
This module introduces and analyses a number of contemporary international topics and themes that have characterised and shaped the international system in recent years.



	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:
The lectures introduce and analyse a number of contemporary international topics and themes that have characterised and shaped the international system in recent years. The topics will be introduced within such broad thematic challenges as human rights; migration; security; terrorism; development and global governance.  



	MODULE LEADER:  Rebecca Davies
	TERM:  AY


	MODULE CODE:
IRL1203
	CREDITS:  20
	MODULE TITLE:
International Relations Since 1945

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK 50%       EXAM 50%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:
This module provides an introduction to the historical development of the international political system since 1945. It provides a crucial background to the major processes and actors that have shaped the contemporary international system.


	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:
The syllabus addresses the major political events which have shaped the international system since 1945.  Attention will be given to the emergence and gradual decline of the bi-polar system: the involvement and withdrawal of US forces from Indo-China, the Soviet conflict in Afghanistan; the Oil Crises, decolonisation, Gorbachev’s Perestroika, the Ending 

of the Cold War, Post-Cold War Conflicts, and the importance of International Institutions.  Whilst the module is conceived in largely empirical terms, it will place these various historical events and processes within the context of the emergent pattern of global interdependence.


	MODULE LEADER:  Patrick Holden
	TERM:  AY


	MODULE CODE:
POL1301
	CREDITS:  20
	MODULE TITLE:
Democracy and Democratization

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK 50%    EXAMINATION 50%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:
This module provides the foundation for the study of democracy and democratization, with a focus on competing theories of democratic governance and how these can be applied in a critical analysis of the practices and institutions of governments. 


	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:
Democracy defined: why have democracy, is it inevitable, and an introduction to competing notions of democratic governance as articulated by theorists such as Locke, Rousseau, Burke, and Mill.  Consequences resulting from the underlying paradoxes of democratic governanance.  Arrow’s theorem, the collective action problem, the paradox of turnout.  The distribution of power in society.  Transitions to democracy, including case studies.  Contemporary issues that challenge our thinking about democracy, democratisation, individual freedom, and collective choice.


	MODULE LEADER:  David Brockington
	TERM:  AY


	MODULE CODE:
POL1302
	CREDITS:  20
	MODULE TITLE:
Comparative Democracies

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK  50%     EXAM 50%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:
This module introduces students to the key themes involved in the study of democracies.  It examines each of these topics within a comparative framework.  The application of the key themes will be achieved through the medium of theoretical approaches and case study application.


	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:
The development of the modern state.  Comparative assessment of state-building strategies.  The state and the wider political system.  Political actors-formal and informal.  Modes of political participation.  The nature of political parties.  Formal electoral systems.  The politics of protest.  Policy: inputs and outputs: The nature of civil society.  The changing nature of politics.  The challenges of globalisation.



	MODULE LEADER:  David Brockington
	TERM:  AY


	MODULE CODE:  IRL2201
	CREDITS:  20
	MODULE TITLE: 
Understanding Global Politics

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK: 60%   EXAMINATION: 40%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:
This module provides an introduction to the main authors and debates in contemporary IR theory, from mainstream theories to critical approaches. The module pays particular attention to the historical context of each approach, and the relationship between theory and practice in contemporary global politics.

	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:

Realism (Classical Realism, Neo-Realism, and Rational Choice Realism): the idea of conflict in the international system; Pluralism (Liberalism, Interdependency, Regime theory, Neo-liberalism); The English School; Marxism (Marxism, Leninism, Structuralism, Dependency Theory); Constructivism (Onuf, Kratochwil and Wendt; security communities); Critical Theory and the Frankfurt School; Post-structuralism (Foucault and power/knowledge); Post-modernism (Derrida and deconstruction); Gender perspectives.


	MODULE LEADER:  Brieg Powel
	TERM:   AY


	MODULE CODE:
IRL2202
	CREDITS:  20
	MODULE TITLE:
International Political Economy 

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK   40%   EXAMINATION   60%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:
This module analyses how the governance of international economic affairs has developed from 1945 until the current period of globalization. It introduces the fundamental concepts and approaches to the study of IPE before outlining the basic pattern of post-war economic development and then applying these concepts.


	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:

The syllabus has three distinct components: 

Part 1: Introduction to key concepts and approaches to political economy

Part 2: A historical account of the evolution of the international world order, from the Bretton Woods consensus and its crises to the era of globalization. 

Part 3: The application of various analytical approaches including: regime theory, neo-realist approaches, Susan Strange’s notion of structural power and globalization theory. 


	MODULE LEADER:  Piers Revell
	TERM:  AY


	MODULE CODE: IRL2203
	CREDITS:  20
	MODULE TITLE: 

International Security Studies

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK  100%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:

This module considers the issue of security in contemporary international relations.  It examines the different varieties of security (military, economic, environmental etc), outlines the images and prescriptions for security offered by academics and then seeks to relate these to practical examples, from international terrorism to natural disasters.



	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:

This module will consider the genesis of security studies as a topic, the range of issues it encompasses and its relationship to international relations as a discipline.  The module will then survey a variety of approaches to security, including the dominant one of strategic studies, (including analyses of deterrence, security dilemmas, military theory and arms control), economic security, societal security and environmental security, as well as feminist perspectives on security and the issue of individual security.  Analysis of each security ‘sector’ will highlight the different interpretations of the security ‘threat’ suggested by the various theoretical traditions in IR (e.g. realism, neo-realism, liberal institutionalism, critical theory, post-modernism). In each case, it will seek to explore these theoretical approaches in relation to practical examples of security threats such as international terrorism, nationalism, arms racing, immigration, and environmental disasters, and the responses they provoke,. 


	MODULE LEADER:  Jamie Gaskarth
	TERM:  AY


	MODULE CODE:
POL2202
	CREDITS: 20
	MODULE TITLE:

International Political Economy

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT: COURSEWORK 40%    EXAMINATION 60%



	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR: 
This module analyses how the governance of international economic affairs has developed from 1945 until the current period of globalization. It introduces the fundamental concepts and approaches to the study of IPE before outlining the basic pattern of post-war economic development and then applying these concepts.


	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:. T
he syllabus has three distinct components: 

Part 1: Introduction to key concepts and approaches to political economy

Part 2: A historical account of the evolution of the international world order, from the Bretton Woods consensus and its crises to the era of globalization. 

Part 3: The application of various analytical approaches including: regime theory, neo-realist approaches, Susan Strange’s notion of structural power and globalization theory. 


	MODULE LEADER: Piers Revell
	TERM: AY


	MODULE CODE:  POL2301
	CREDITS:  20
	MODULE TITLE:
The European Union: Democracy Beyond the Nation State

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK   40%  EXAMINATION 60%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR

This module introduces students to the history, structure and potential future development of the European Union.  It examines each of those aspects within the context of theories of democracy, and the challenges to such theories presented by supranational institutions like the EU.  


	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:

The political and theoretical origins of the EU and European integration. The history and role of EU institutions such as the Council of Ministers, the Commission and the Parliament.  The impact of ‘first stage’ enlargement from six countries to fifteen.  Democracy at the supra-national level –elections and party systems in Europe (including participation and party choice); decision-making in Europe (including qualified majority voting); the problem of the democratic deficit. The challenge of common policy-making and implementation (including agriculture, monetary union, foreign and security policy).  The impact of second-stage enlargement on these issues.  Europe in the future –towards federalism or back to a ‘common market’?



	MODULE LEADER:  Karl Cordell
	TERM: AY


	MODULE CODE:  POL2302
	CREDITS:  20
	MODULE TITLE:
Democracy and Globalisation: Citizens and the Modern State

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK 40% 
EXAMINATION 60%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR

Students taking this course will discover how social and economic change in the modern era impacts upon traditional political structures.  The course demonstrates how structures face increasing challenges from alternative forms of political action, ranging in scope from the local to global.  Much of the analysis will be comparative in scope and specific case studies will be undertaken of countries initially examined at Stage 1 level.


	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT: 
The evolution of representative democracy.  Identifying social cleavage and developments in electoral and party systems.  Modern challenges to representative government.  The decline in partisan loyalty and the rise in issue voting and extremist parties.  The trends in electoral participation.  Re-shaping representative democracy.  Mobilising voters - modern election campaigning.  Empowering voters – ballot initiatives, government by referendum, forms of direct democracy.  Facilitating voting - voting by post, telephone and internet.

 

	MODULE  LEADER:  David Brockington
	TERM:  AY


	MODULE CODE:

POL2310

	CREDITS: 20
	MODULE TITLE:

Theory and Method in Political Science

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:   COURSEWORK 100%



	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR: 
This module provides students with the tools necessary to be a critical consumer and producer of political science research output.  It is divided into three broad sections; the first introduces students to the basic theoretical approaches used in political science, the second to different methodological tools used, while the third serves as a general introduction to the production of their own rigorous research as a means of preparation for the honours dissertation module the following year.

	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:. 
Theoretical approaches, including (but not limited to) behaviouralism, institutionalism, and rational choice theory.  Methodological section to include basic research design principles progressing from research question, theoretical foundations, the logic of hypothesis formation and testing, measurement and operationalization, data gathering (including survey research design), the use of secondary data sources, and analysis (including an introduction to the understanding but not execution of statistical analysis).  Examples of current research produced by the lecturing team will be used as a critical pedagogical tool.



	MODULE LEADER: Michael Thrasher
	TERM: AY


	MODULE CODE:
IRL3201
	CREDITS:  20
	MODULE TITLE:
Africa in the International System

	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK 60%     EXAM 40%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR: 

This module provides an introduction to African politics, examining the historical, economic and socio-political developments of over fifty states with a strong regional emphasis, and a focus on political economy, state-society relations, foreign policy and conflict analysis. The module’s regional focus allows comparison between different approaches to IR.


	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT: 

Introduction to African history and politics. The politics of Empire & Colonialsm. African and Arab responses to European Modernity. The legacy of colonialism: Africa since independence. The development challenge. Governance and the military. The centre cannot hold? – warlords, ethno-religious radicalism, and failed states. The democratic experiment: similarities and differences across the continent. Neoliberalism and elite reformism. Identity politics: gender, politics & religion, ethnicities and nationalisms. The politics of health. The African diaspora(s) and Pan-Africanism. Arab North Africa. An African renaissance?

(i) approaches to African Politics: key concepts, theories and issues highlighted by the course

(ii) the regional states system(s) and global dimensions

(iii) foreign-policy making in Africa: a comparative framework

(iv) state-society relations: Kin, Class, Gender, Monarchy, Military Control, Ideology and Bureaucracy.

(v) Key regional issues: Empire & Post-coloniality, Pan-Africanism, Islam, Pan-Arabism, Oil, Water, Wealth, Power
(vi) Conflict in Africa: through case studies (failed & collapsed states, civil wars, interstate conflict, outside intervention)


	MODULE LEADER:  Rebecca Davies
	TERM:  AY


	MODULE CODE:

IRL3203
	CREDITS: 20
	MODULE TITLE:

Refugee Studies


	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT: COURSEWORK 50% 
EXAMINATION 50%



	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:

This module will be concerned with the political and economic problems created by the burgeoning refugee population in world politics. It will analyse the development of the international refugee regime and examine the solutions proffered to the contemporary problems created by the movement of refugees and displaced persons.



	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:

This module will focus upon the development of the post-War international refugee community as a response to the burgeoning political and economic problems created by the ever-increasing refugee population. In particular, students will focus upon the role of the UNHCR and the attempts to find durable solutions for refugees and asylum seekers. The module will provide an insight into the dilemmas faced by national and international political communities in the response to refuge movements. These problems will be illustrated with reference to contemporary refugee crises and the ever-increasing population of displaced peoples.



	MODULE LEADER: Alex Cunliffe
	TERM: AY


	MODULE CODE:

IRL3206
	CREDITS: 20
	MODULE TITLE:

Globalisation and Health


	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT: COURSEWORK 60%    EXAMINATION 40%



	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR: 
This course is concerned with the inter-relationships between globalisation, poverty, health and health sector reform in low income countries and countries in transition. To this end it focuses upon a series of key topics in health and health care, placing problems and their policy responses in their broader socio-economic, political and ideological context



	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT: 
Globalisation, health and health policy; health and hunger; fertility and population policies; an ageing world; health problems of the urban poor; health in transition; women’s health; HIV/AIDS; health policy past and present; health sector reform in lower income countries; health sector reform in transitional countries



	MODULE LEADER: Sheena Asthana
	TERM: AY


	MODULE CODE:

IRL3207
	CREDITS: 20
	MODULE TITLE:

Contemporary Maritime Power


	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT: COURSEWORK 100% 




	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:

This module examines the development and exercise of global maritime power in both peace and war with particular reference to the period since 1945.



	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:

This module examines the conduct of naval power since the end of World War II in the context of the various environments, the technological and political, the domestic and international, in which it has operated during period since 1945 and studies how the World's navies have coped with the resulting challenges. After establishing the historic and theoretical foundations of naval power in 1945 the module studies the immediate post-war tests faced by the world's principal navies at that time, the Royal Navy and the United States Navy. The exercise of naval power in the international environment of Cold War politics is evaluated along with its use in a number of crises and limited wars, including Korea, Suez, the Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam, and the Falklands. An opportunity is provided to study both the development of the Soviet Navy and that of a developing naval power. The course will examine the developments in naval doctrine, policy, and technology in the post-Cold War environment. Through an examination of a number of examples, such as peace support operations in the Balkans and Sierra Leone, and high intensity military operations in the Persian Gulf and Afghanistan, it will seek to identify the utility and limitations of naval power in the changed international environment and examine the development of maritime power among the emerging regional superpowers.



	MODULE LEADER:  Mark Grove
	TERM: AY


	MODULE CODE:

IRL3210
	CREDITS: 20
	MODULE TITLE:

Foreign Policy Analysis


	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT: COURSEWORK 100% 




	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:

This module introduces students to the various theories of foreign policy analysis, explores the processes of decision making in different national contexts and then examines a series of important case studies. The aim is to investigate how foreign policy decisions are made, why some policies are chosen and not others, and how states people can be held accountable for their actions.



	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:

The module is designed to examine a range of schools of thought on foreign policy analysis, including the rational actor model, bureaucratic, organisational, psychological, cultural and discursive, and ethical approaches as well as investigating other domestic and international influences on decision making. In each case, the theoretical literature will be applied to a particular practical example  to demonstrate and critically analyse the extent to which it increases our understanding of, or ability to explain, how and why particular foreign policy decisions were made (and their effects) in various national and international contexts.



	MODULE LEADER: Jamie Gaskarth
	TERM: AY


	MODULE CODE:

IRL3211
	CREDITS: 20
	MODULE TITLE:

Environmental Political Economy


	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT: COURSEWORK 60%   EXAMINATION 40%



	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:

This module examines the problem of environmental degradation and its implications for our global political economy. It discusses the major debates on the causes of environmental degradation. It outlines the major human threats to the biosphere and considers the various means by which such threats might be alleviated.  



	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:

The lectures and seminars will summarise the contemporary scientific consensus on global warming, resource depletion and reductions in biodiversity. The history of the concept of nature in political and economic thought will be traced, with a special emphasis on the formation of environmental political and economic thought. The argument that the western model of modern economic development should be considered as a historical exception will be compared with counter arguments. The normative values of economic growth and wealth will be evaluated against alternative indicators of well-being and happiness. Contemporary international environmental regimes will be critically analysed with emphasis upon problems and difficulties. Old and new ideas about how world society might overcome these problems and difficulties will be examined. 


	MODULE LEADER: Piers Revell
	TERM: AY


	MODULE CODE:

IRL3212
	CREDITS: 20
	MODULE TITLE:

International Relations in the Middle East


	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT: COURSEWORK 50%    EXAMINATION 50%



	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:

This module introduces students to the key themes involved in the study of International Relations in the Middle East, such as Orientalism, nationalism, Islamism and democracy.  The students will also be introduced to the dynamics involved in key events, such as the Arab-Israeli conflicts and the Gulf conflicts.



	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:

Where is and what is the Middle East?  Theoretical approaches to the study of IR in the Middle East.  Orientalism.  Creation of the Middle East state system.  Arab-Israeli conflicts: actors and ideologies.  Gulf conflicts: actors and ideologies.  The EU in the Middle East.  The US in the Middle East.  



	MODULE LEADER: Shabnam Holliday
	TERM: AY


	MODULE CODE:

IRL3215
	CREDITS: 20
	MODULE TITLE:

Europe in the World


	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT: COURSEWORK 40% 
EXAMINATION 60%



	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR:

The European Union is the world’s major trading block and its most integrated region. This module takes a holistic look at the EU’s role in the world and the link between its economic and political presence. Accordingly it concentrates on the impact of the EU on the world (including the developing world) rather than the internal dynamics of Europe.



	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT:

Europe’s colonial legacy. The history of European integration. The actors in Europe’s external polices. Introducing International Political Economy. The concept of structural power. EU trade policy. EU development policy. The EU in international organisations. The Euro-American system. The EU and Africa. The EU and Asia. The EU and the ‘near abroad’.



	MODULE LEADER: Patrick Holden
	TERM: AY


	MODULE CODE:

IRL3216
	CREDITS: 20
	MODULE TITLE:

Democracy and Democratisation in the Middle East


	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT: COURSEWORK 60%    EXAMINATION 40%



	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR: 
This module explores the question of democratisation in the Middle East and North Africa. Students will first consider the theoretical framework of processes of democratisation, both globally and in a Middle East-specific context. The module then considers key issues and case studies in Middle East politics that may have a bearing on democratisation.


	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT: 
Defining the ‘Middle East, ‘democracy’ and ‘democratisation’; understanding theories and processes of democratisation; democratisation across the globe; major issues in Middle East politics; case study analysis.


	MODULE LEADER: Brieg Powel
	TERM: AY


	MODULE CODE: POL3345
	CREDITS: 20

	MODULE TITLE:

Ethnopolitics in Contemporary Europe



	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK 50%   EXAMINATION 50%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR: 
This module introduces students to the politics of ethnicity in contemporary Europe.  The course begins with a theoretical assessment of notions of ethnic identity, and then proceeds to cover such themes as the rise and nature of nationalist doctrine, and the relationship between ethnicity and nationhood.

	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT: 
The nature of ethnic identity.  The rise of nationalism.  The nature of nationalist doctrine.  Different approaches to the study of nations and nationalism.  The difference between civic and ethnic forms of nationalism.  The role of political elites in ethnonational mobilisation.  The role of ethnonationalists in conflict generation.  Conflict resolution strategies.  Assessment of why ethnic difference does not necessarily lead to ethnic conflict.  The future of Ethnopolitics in the face of globalisation.



	MODULE LEADER:  Karl Cordell
	TERM:  AY


	MODULE CODE: POL3366
	CREDITS: 20
	MODULE TITLE: 
Elections, Public Opinion and Parties in Britain


	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT:  COURSEWORK 50%    EXAMINATION 50%

	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR: 
This module undertakes an advanced examination of contemporary trends and developments in the British electoral and party systems.  It examines theories of electoral behaviour and the way these have been supported or refuted by recent election results; the relationship between electoral rules, electoral systems and election outcomes; the current state of the political parties and the prospects for party system change; and the role of opinion polls in modern electoral politics. 


A case study of the 2005 general election will explore issues such as tactical and ‘split-ticket’ voting, the geography of elections; the impact of electoral rules on outcomes; the conduct of campaigns; and the options for reform of the electoral process.

	

	MODULE LEADER:  Colin Rallings
	TERM:  AY


	MODULE CODE:

POL3376
	CREDITS: 20
	MODULE TITLE:

The Politics of the United States: Foreign and Domestic



	ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT: COURSEWORK 50%    EXAMINATION 50%



	SHORT MODULE DESCRIPTOR: 
This module introduces students to the fundamental principles of politics in the United States.  Domestic politics and the foreign influence of the United States is considered, with specific emphasis placed on the role of the Constitution and institutions of governance in promoting (or inhibiting) democracy both domestically and abroad.


	INDICATIVE SYLLABUS CONTENT: 
The historical conditions that shaped the U.S. Constitution.  A critical analysis of the Constitution, and how it shapes the institutions of governance today.  Madisonian democracy and the rise of the modern state.  Federalism: the vertical distribution of formal power in the U.S.  Divided government: the horizontal distribution of power through checks and balances; the Presidency, Congress, and the Courts.  Civil society: informal pressures and sources of power.  Contemporary domestic politics in the U.S.: political parties, the party and electoral system, campaigns and elections, the role of the media, pressure groups, and both formal and informal political participation.  Civil rights and civil liberties.  The foreign policy of the United States


	MODULE LEADER: David Brockington
	TERM: AY
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